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Family of ED GRAY ‘58          
Establishes Scholarship 

Former THS Class of 1958 graduate, 
Edgar Gray, died on November 12, 
2006.  Ed was a Life Member of the 
Alumni  Association and donated 
generously over the years to the 
Scholarship Fund. 

His wife, Marilyn, and daughter, Kel-
ley Gray Owen ‘85, have donated 
$10,000 to establish a lifetime schol-
arship in Ed’s name for a graduating 
student.  This gift demonstrates their 
faith in the youth of Toronto and our 
scholarship program. 

Active in sports, choir and band, 
while at THS, Ed continued his edu-
cation at Westminster College.  He 
was an accountant with the firm of 
Tom Abrams.  The Gray’s philan-
thropy in the community is not lim-
ited to the alumni, but supports the 
Toronto Salvation Army,  underprivi-
leged children and other community 
needs, as well as Toronto Beautifica-
tion projects.  A plaque at the Gazebo 
Commons in his memory reads:  
“Through adversity he never com-
plained.  He loved whatever sport 
was being played.  His love for laugh-
ter was so great that it often brought 
tears to his eyes.  He loved his good 
friends, but most of all he loved his 
family.” 

On behalf of the Alumni Association, 
we express our gratitude to his wife 
and daughter in honoring the mem-
ory of Ed with an annual scholarship 
to assist a graduating senior at THS. 

                                            
New “Dr. Jane Shaffer” scholarship                      New “Ed Gray” scholarship        
awarded to Jay Obertance                                        awarded to Nicole Rodesh  

       Congratulations to Our Newest Alumni Class 

Eighty-three new graduates joined the ranks of the thousands of THS Alumni 
during the 118th annual commencement ceremonies in June.  The class mem-
bers excelled in academics and extracurricular activities led by the top ten 
graduates:  Brittany Black, Jonathan Paris and Michael Ludewig, co-
valedictorians, Sarah Roy, salutatorian, Jordan Welday, Natalie Burchfield, Jay 
Obertance, Stephen Minor, Daniel Miller and Dan Zurcher.  During the class 
awards ceremony, the Toronto High School Alumni Association presented 
twenty-five awards for a total of $16,000.  Since 1990 we have awarded two 
hundred thirty-three scholarships and ten “Karaffa Excellence Awards” for a 
total of $163,400.  The 2007 THSAA Scholarship awards are as follows: 

Ed Gray ‘58 Award—Nicole Rodesh, daughter of John and Carolyn Rodesh, 
is enrolled at Trinity School of Nursing. 

Dr. Jane Shaffer Award—Jay Obertance, son of Joel and Sharon Blackburn 
Obertance ’70/73,  is enrolled at Franciscan University. 

Titan Player Award—Michael Ludewig, son of Ray and Teresa Fulton 
Ludewig  ‘76/77, is enrolled at Wheeling Jesuit University. 

Titan Cheerleader Award—Samantha Cappuccio, daughter of  Rena White,  
is enrolled at Welsh University. 

Dr. Verne McConnell Award— Brittney Black,   daughter of  David and 
Victoria Oxier Black ‘72, is studying abroad this year. 

Trustee’s Award –Jonathan Paris, son of Ron ‘71 and Terra Paris, is enrolled 
at Franciscan University. 

Robert Hughes Award—Jordan Welday,  daughter of  John  and   Jodi 
Hawkins Welday ‘77/79, is enrolled at Ohio University. 

                                                                                                        -continued on Page 4 
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Fallen Knights:    

Donna “Arlene” Dunlevy Grimm 
‘56 died April 17, 2007.  She retired from 
PCC Casting Corporation in Minerva, 
OH.  She would have celebrated her fifti-
eth wedding anniversary on June 7, 2007 
with her husband, Dave. 

James B. Davidson, who attended 
Toronto High School before serving in 
the U.S. Army during WWII, died on 
April 18, 2007.  He received the Purple 
Heart Award and five Bronze Stars while 
serving his country.  He retired from 
Weirton Steel as a crane operator. 

John T. Davis ‘58 passed away on 
April 30, 2007.  He was a U.S. Navy vet-
eran serving during the Vietnam era.  He 
was retired from the former National 
Steel Corp.—Weirton Steel Division. 

Irene Zamborsky Neary ‘49 died 
May 11, 2007.  She died six days before 
her seventy-sixth birthday.   She resided 
with her daughter, Mary Beth Lawrence, 
of Ooltawah, TN. 

Eleanor Ramanda Kovarik ‘42 died 
May 12, 2007.   She attended  St. Francis 
Roman Catholic Church where she was a 
member of the Catholic Women’s Club.  
She also was a member of the Toronto 
American Legion Ladies Auxiliary Post 
#86, Toronto Sunrise Senior Citizens and 
the Steubenville Moose. 

Lt. Col. Kenneth Davis ‘42 passed 
away on May 20, 2007. He served thirty-
two  years in the USMC as head of the 
Auditor Division. 

Richard L. Doak ‘55 died on May 25, 
2007.  He retired with thirty-two years of 
service with the General Electric Co. as 
an electrical engineer.   He was an ad-
junct professor in the mathematics labo-
ratory at Berkshire Community College 
and for the past twenty-five years had 
been an active Realtor for Isgood Realty. 

Margaret “Peg” Barnes Meyer’46 
passed away on May 31, 2007 .  She 
worked many years as a volunteer for 
Toronto Emergency Medical Services 
(TEMS).  She was a member of  North 
River Avenue Christian Church.       

Catherine Cadegan Fowler ‘43 died 
June 1, 2007.  She retired from the Steu-
benville City School system where she 
was a laundress for many years.   

Ralph E. Gobble’56 died June 13, 
2007.   He retired from Hancock Manu-
facturing Co. in Toronto.  He also was  
owner and operator of  the North End 
Tavern.    

Ann M. Hodovanic Gleason ‘41 died 
June 25, 2007  surrounded by her family 
in Vineland, N.J., after a courageous bat-
tle with Lou Gehrig’s disease (ALS).  She 
retired from the Jefferson County Dept. 
of Welfare in 1982 as a supervisor of the 
Intake Dept.  She continued as a member 
of the Jefferson County Jobs and Family 
Service Advisory Board till 2005. 

Marilyn M. Jones Richards’48 died 
June 28, 2007.  She retired from the 
State of Ohio Auditor’s Office where she 
had been the Executive Secretary to State 
Auditor Thomas E. Ferguson. 

Dora Simpson Costello’39 passed 
away on July 4, 2007.  Dora was a Meth-
odist by faith  and  a  member  of the 
Toronto Senior Citizens group. 

Ethel “EJ” Gogley Wells ‘26 passed 
away in Feb. 2007 at the age of ninety-
nine years and eight months.  She was 
the oldest living graduate member of the 
THS Alumni Association.  She was an 
avid golfer and loved all sports.  She re-
ceived the J.C. Penny Golden Rule Vol-
unteer of the Year Award along with the 
Tarrant  County  and  Arlington  City 
Volunteer of the Year awards. 

Edward Scalley Jr. ‘47 passed away 
July 8, 2007.   He was a U.S. Army vet-
eran of the Korean War.  He retired from 
the Clinton Herald Newspaper of Clin-
ton, Iowa. 

Joyce Bohmer Kimberland ‘72 died 
on July 19, 2007 at her residence of natu-
ral causes.  Joyce was a cook at the La-
Belle View Nursing Home and was a 
beautician in the Steubenville area for 
eighteen years. 

Jack Haynes ‘40 passed away on July 
25, 2007.  Jack was a veteran of the U. S. 
Army having served his country in WWII 

in the Asian Theatre of Operations.  He 
retired from the National Steel Corp.-
Weirton Steel Division as a locomotive 
engineer. 

Norman R. Martelle ‘71 died on July 
28, 2007 as a result of a motorcycle acci-
dent.  He was employed by the Falcon 
Trucking Company of Youngstown, OH 
as a truck driver. 

Sister  M.  Lucia  (Catherine)  Kar-
affa ‘28 died July 30 following a lengthy 
illness.  She was ninety-eight years of age 
on her birthday May 6.   She was a mem-
ber of the Uniontown Province of the 
Sisters of St. Basil the Great for seventy-
seven years.  Until almost a year before 
her death, Sister faithfully spent her en-
ergies as one of the community’s archi-
vists.  She was the last surviving member 
of her immediate family. 

John T. Lamantia Sr. ‘38 passed 
away on August 6, 2007.  He was a mem-
ber of St. Francis RC Church.  He worked 
for Guy Johnson Construction  and To-
ronto  Ford  as a salesman.   He was a 
veteran of World War II serving in the 
U.S. Army. 

Births: 

Colleen and Chad Swearingen ‘92  are 
proud to announce the birth of their first 
child, Emma Anne, on April 17, 2007. 
Grandparents are Chuck and Diana 
“Dani”  Rock Swearingen ‘68/69 and 
Rob and Sarah Hunter of Atlantic, GA. 
Great-grandparents are Edward and 
Magdalene Ladomersky Rock ‘37/36. 

Billie and Debbie Miller Ferrell ‘87, re-
siding in Powell, OH,  are proud to an-
nounce the birth of twins, Charlotte and 
Camille, born on May 8, 2007.  The twins 
join their older sister, Olivia. 

Brad and Susan Miller Kane  ‘89, resid-
ing in Florida, are proud to announce the 
birth of  their first child, Myah, born Feb-
ruary 26 2007. 

Brad and Erica Wellington Meier ‘93 
residing in Tiffin, OH are proud to an-
nounce the  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Carleigh Renea, born on June 27, 2007.  
Maternal grandparents are Richard and 
Carolyn Stagani McGrath ‘58 and Robin 
and Sam Wellington’57. 



Marriages: 

Gretchen Dougherty ‘97 was united in 
marriage July 8, 2006 to Peter Schroe-
der.  Gretchen is employed as an English 
teacher in Walnut Township Schools and 
Peter is a partner of Workstate Consult-
ing, a software consulting firm in Colum-
bus, Ohio.   

Anniversaries: 

Shari and Bryant Evans ’63 cele-
brated their forty-first wedding anniver-
sary on June 4, 2007.   They are residing 
in Anthem, AZ. 

Karl and Nancy Litten ‘52 celebrated 
their fiftieth wedding anniversary on 
May 24, 2007 at the Country Club of 
Asheville, N.C.,  where friends and family 
gathered to share this special time with 
them. 

Paul and Carol Davis Sherwood 
’55/56 celebrated their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary on June 29, 2007.  They had 
a surprise open house at the North River 
Avenue Christian Church, which was the 
same location as their wedding recep-
tion .  The celebration was given by their 
three children and spouses: Doug ‘78  
and Mary-Ellen Sherwood, Robin’78 and 
Tom Yuenger and Debbie ‘80 and Dave 
Walker.  Guests traveled  from Califor-
nia, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Ohio and surrounding area.  They have 
eight  grandchildren and one great 
grandchild. 

Stars and Stripes  

Army Specialist, Cory Barton 2004,  
currently serving in Iraq, has been fea-
tured on the cover of the July 2007 issue 
of Soldier of Fortune magazine.   The 
photo depicts Barton’s group leader in-
serting a magazine clip into Barton’s 
firearm during an actual firefight with 
Iraqi insurgents in Buhriz, a city in Iraq.  
Cory joined the Army in 2005 and is cur-
rently assigned to the 12th Infantry Regi-
ment, 1st Cavalry Division, Third Brigade 
combat team, which includes infantry-
men and tanks. 

Tom Anderson ‘92, achieved the rank 
of Tech Sgt., advancement in the Air 
Force.  He is stationed at Elmendorf Air 
Force Base in Alaska. 

silver  medal once.  They received the 
gold their first year, silver the second 
year and three straight gold medals .  
This past year they won a seven day 
cruise for twins.  There were over 2000 
sets of twins and or multiples registered 
at the festival this year.  The festival  is 
open to all twins and multiples and is 
always the first weekend of August.  Any 
twin who reads this should mark that 
weekend down for 2008.  Anyone inter-
ested can go to www.TwinsDays.org  for 
information about the festival.  Also, 
there is a Western Caribbean Twins 
Cruise III planned  for February 2009.  
All twins, triplets and quads are wel-
comed.  To  obtain further information,  
contact steven@uniglobevip.com .  Ste-
ven is a twenty year Twins Days veteran. 

Brenda Walker Walker ‘86 gradu-
ated in May from Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary and is serving as a United 
Methodist Minister in the Pittsburgh 
area. 

Toronto  Area  Chamber  of 
Commerce Bestows Honors 

At the annual awards banquet of the To-
ronto Area Chamber of Commerce held 
in April, several alumni of THS were rec-
ognized or received individual honors.  
Don Redmond ‘63 was honored as its’ 
Citizen of the Year.  Don was recognized 
for the many unselfish hours he volun-
teers for the Toronto Salvation Army and 
the Steubenville chapter of The American 
Red Cross along with participating  in  
church mission trips to Africa.  Anna 
Lea Litten Wirth ’49 and Doris 
Payne Starr ’51 also accepted an award 
at the chamber  banquet that honored 
the Toronto  Salvation  Army  as  the  
Organization of the Year.   They are co-
chairpersons for the local unit.  Also hon-
ored with special lifetime achievement  
awards for their years of service to the 
community  were recently   retired    doc-
tors,   Jane Shaffer ’37    and    Dohr-
man Stratton ‘46. 

 

 

Notes from Alumni 

Scott Ford ‘65 recently was honored by 
the  Norwalk Reflector  (Ohio) as its’ 
Citizen of the Year.  Ford is retiring after 
a thirty-five year teaching career.  He 
plans to remain active in the Lefty Grove 
Youth Baseball League as well as some 
future travel plans.  The award was a 
total surprise to Scott, who’s comment 
was, “I just want to have a positive im-
pact on people.”  A member of the faculty 
at the Norwalk Middle School since 1982, 
Scott taught English, Journalism and 
directed the plays.  Some people retire 
because the passion no longer rages.  
Ford is stepping down because the fire 
within him is burning full force.  “I don’t 
want to lose the fire, which you should 
have if you teach school.”  One of his 
former students commented, “He’s just 
got that special something where he’s 
able to communicate with the kids on a 
teacher level, yet be a friend and mentor 
at the same time.”  Scott is a Life Mem-
ber of the Toronto High School Alumni 
Association. 

Chuck/Diana (Dani) Rock 
Swearingen ‘68/69  owners of Hilltop 
Haven Bed and Breakfast LLC, Toronto, 
OH are celebrating their tenth anniver-
sary in business this year.  They have 
enjoyed visitors from thirty-three states 
and seven countries.  Its rural setting 
offers peace and tranquility.  The spa-
cious grounds feature five gardens,  
decks and a gazebo area.  This  kid-
friendly bed and breakfast can be viewed 
at  www. hilltophavenbnb.com. 

Thomas Evans, Sr. ‘36 is living in 
Tucson, AZ and doing well as reported by 
his son, Bryant.  Tom Sr. would be re-
membered by the older readers as the 
“Evans” in the old real estate firm 
“Simpson and Evans”. 

Darlene Graham Mason ’79  and 
Marlene Graham Wolf  ‘79  The 
“Graham Twins”  attended the thirty-
second annual gathering of Twins Days 
in Twinsburg, OH, the first weekend in 
August.  They brought back to Toronto a 
gold medal for the most look-alike  in 
their age group (40-50).  They have been 
attending for the past five years and have 
won the gold medal four times and a  

All “Fallen Knights, Births, Marriages, 
Anniversaries and Notes from Alumni” 
have been received by August 14, 2007. 



Scholar Awards cont.  

William E. Davis ‘41 Award—Ronald 
Holmes, son of Ron and Janet Holmes 
‘81, is enrolled at Jefferson Community 
College. 

Jason Motto Memorial Award—
Natalie Burchfield, daughter of Paul and 
Lou Ann McCart Burchfield ‘81/80, is 
enrolled at West Liberty  

Cliff/Hazel Walker Award—Ashley 
Baier, daughter of Tom ‘77 and Cindy               
Baier,  is enrolled at West Liberty Col-
lege. 

Ashley Jacobsen,  daughter of  Jeff 
and Liz Jacobsen. 

Lindsay Ludewig, daughter of Mark 
and Sally Roth Ludewig ’81/80, is en-
rolled at  Kent State University. 

Joseph Martaus, son of Shirley  and  
the late Dan Martaus’79,  is enrolled at   
Muskingum College. 

Aaron Miller, son of David and Re-
becca Miller, is enrolled at Fairmont 
State. 

Chelsea Miller, daughter of Lloyd and 
Becky Miller, is enrolled at Kent State 
University. 

Daniel Miller, son of Delbert and Rose 
Miller, is enrolled at Jefferson Commu-
nity College. 

Stephen Minor, son of Curtis and 
Becky  Skeeles Minor ‘76/77, is enrolled 
at Kent State University. 

Sarah Roy, daughter of Rick ‘81 and 
Lori Roy, is enrolled at Ohio State. 

Danielle Sutherin, daughter of Jerry 
and Teresa Wilson Sutherin ‘81/83, is 
enrolled at West Virginia University. 

Hannah Wilson, daughter of Tim and 
Monica Yanik Wilson ’83, is enrolled at 
Jefferson Community College. 

Brittany Wollam, daughter of Beth 
Woodside Ensell ‘80, is enrolled at Bowl-
ing Green University. 

Dan Zurcher, son of Cindy Zurcher’75, 
Howard and Julie Sternberg, is enrolled 
at Muskingum College. 

Other members of the 2007 class in-
clude:  Michael Adams, Joseph 
Bauman, Sarah Jeanne Beck,     
Joseph Bowersox, Jessica Burr, 
Zachary Burris, Steven Cain,      
Steven Carpenter, Kristopher 
Carr, Brittany Channels, Chad  

Clark, Megan Connolly, Desirae 
Cooper, Justin Donahue, Jerald 
Dougherty, Patrick Dougherty, 
Brandi Feist, Cassandra Gibbs, 
Vincent  Goddard, Justin Griffith, 
Adam Hannan, Erica   Henry, 
Theodore Hess, Shane Hitchcock, 
Casey Hoffmaster, John Hubbard, 
Steven Hubbard,  Ian  Hughes, 
Matthew Hughes,  Danielle Hum-
phreys,  Vanessa King, John  
Kinter, Breann Lamantia, Trevor  
Leas,  Emily Leasure, Robert 
Lewis, Nicole Marker, Dwayne 
McGraw, Tiffany Miller, Travis 
Miller,  Timothy Morris, Aaron Mo-
sti, Mark Oxier, Brandon Reese, 
Harry Rinkes, Amanda Rogers, M. 
Bruce Ryan, Tabatha Scott, Dustin 
Smith,   Brandon Stevens, Michael 
Stine, William Takacs, John Ter-
nasky, Andrea Thomas, Nicholas 
Turkaly, Charles Ullery, Daniella 
Vidal,  Brittany Wargo, Danielle 
Weidger and Timothy Wright. 

THSAA   congratulates   and      
welcomes all our new members…. 

YEARBOOK’S NEEDED 

The THS Alumni Association maintains 
copies of yearbooks.  These are available 
for viewing or using for research during 
normal business hours.  We do not have 
all years and are asking anyone with the 
following  years to donate the book to us.    
The recent books are called “Torhisean”, 
but   older  books  were  called   “The 
Cauldron”.   

Books from all other years will be ac-
cepted, as often we have a request  where 
someone wants to purchase a particular 
year and if we have a duplicate we can 
accommodate them for a donation to                       
the scholarship fund.   We also donate 

extra copies to the genealogy (Ohio)   
room at the Schiappa   Public   Library   
in Steubenvillle.  Please contact the office 
at 740-537-9114 or email us at torontoh-
saa@sbcglobal.net.             

       Years needed for office: 

1922  1924  1925 
1926  1929  1933 
1934  1935  1949 
2003 

  

Karaffa  Excellence Award 

Charlene “Beaver” Bond Starr ’72 was 
presented the Joseph and Anna Marie 
Dahill Karaffa ’42/46 Award for Excel-
lence in Education for the year 2007 at 
the Toronto High School awards assem-
bly held May 30, 2007.  She is the tenth 
recipient to receive the award since it 
was established in 1997.  She is certified 
as an Intervention Specialist teaching in 
multiple disabilities classroom at To-
ronto High School as a qualified teacher. 

  In addition to the values of hard work, 
dedication, excellence and patience, 
Charlene has an extraordinary ability to 
teach her students.  She graduated from 
Toronto High School in 1972 and from 
Jefferson Community College in 1975 
with an associate’s degree in medical lab 
technology.  In 1994, she received a 
bachelor’s degree in human resource 
management from Wheeling Jesuit Uni-
versity.  Additional course work was 
taken at Ohio State, Kent State and Ash-
land University.  Charlene has worked as 
a registered medical lab technician from 
1975—2001.   She is married to Tim Starr 
’71 and has two daughters, Tara ‘95 and 
Julie ‘99.  Charlene is a very active  
member of the First United Methodist 
Church in Toronto. 

The $500 Excellence in Education Award 
is presented annually to recognize an 
outstanding teacher or administrator’s 
efforts in creating an environment where 
teaching and learning are valued. 



I was thirteen before I tasted my first 
pizza,  it was called “pizza pie.”   Pizzas 
were not delivered to our home, but milk 
was.  

We didn’t have a car until I was fifteen.  
Before that, the only car in our family 
was my grandfather’s Ford.  He called it a 
“machine.” 

I never had a telephone in my room.  The 
only phone in the house was in the living 
room and it was on  a party line.  Before 
you could dial, you had to listen and 
make sure  people  you  didn’t  know 
weren’t already using the line. 

Hope this gave a chuckle to the younger 
alumni and stirred some unforgotten 
memories among some of our older 
alumni.         ———-    editor 

 

Reunion News! 

Class of 1988  twenty year class reun-
ion planning is in progress.  Please call 
Suzanne Reeves Kresser at 740-284-
9000 with  contact information or email: 
suzannekresser@comcast.net. 

Classes:  1948, 1953, 1958, 1963, 
1968, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 
1993 and 1998 are you planning 
a reunion or mixer for next 
year?  Contact us for list and 
information. 

Class of 1954   Members of the Class of 
1954 have decided to meet for lunch at 
least once a year.  Seamor Ducks Marina 
was the site on July 24 for this summers 
gathering.  Present were Jim and Betty 
Vosvick Coffey, Wade Steele, Norman 
Allen, Alberta Sneathen Miller, Jim and 
Pat Muldoon Varga, Joan Tisch Nance, 
Jane Walker McConnell, Patty Russell 
Rawson and Carolyn Russell Frey’57.  
They plan to gather at the same time next 
year  and hope more class members and 
friends will come.  Local members of the 
class have been meeting monthly for 
breakfast during the winter months.  
Anyone interested in attending can call 
Alberta Sneathen Miller at 740-282-5212 
for further information.  Hip! Hip! Hur-
ray for THS ‘54. 

Reunion News cont. 

Class of 1952   The Toronto High 
School Class of 1952 celebrated their fifty
-fifth year reunion during the weekend of 
August 10th, 11th  and 12th, 2007.  For 
the second time, the Jefferson Union 
Class of 1952 participated in a combined 
venture that began Friday with a mixer at 
Margaret’s Café in Toronto.  Forty-six 
classmates and guests attended a dinner 
Saturday evening at Lenora’s restaurant 
in Steubenville.  The weekend  finished  
on  Sunday at the Toronto Alumni Picnic.  
Classmates traveled from Ohio, West 
Virginia, Texas and North Carolina.  The 
planning committee received communi-
cations from classmates scattered 
throughout the country who were unable 
to attend the festivities.  Plans are in pro-
gress for the next reunion. 

 

Alumni Picnic—2007 

The third annual alumni picnic was held 
on August 12, 2007 at the Toronto park 
shelter house.  The association provided 
the hotdogs and soft drinks and those 
attending supplied a covered dish.  Ap-
proximately 50 alumni, family and 
friends attended with a special welcome 
to the Class of 1952 which was celebrat-
ing their fifty-fifth  reunion weekend.  
Door prizes from local merchants and 
gift certificates from the Toronto Cham-
ber were awarded.  Plan on joining with 
us next year.   

 Pictures of the event are continued on 
page 8 

Growing up isn’t what it 
use to be, is it? 

 

“Hey dad,” one of my kids asked the 
other day, “What was your favorite fast 
food when you were growing up?” 

“We didn’t have fast food when I was 
growing up,” I informed him.  “All the 
food was slow”. 

“C’mon, seriously, where did you eat?” 

“It was a place called ‘at home,’ I ex-
plained. Grandma cooked every day and 
when Grandpa  got home from work, we 
sat down together at the dining room 
table and if I didn’t like what she put on 
my plate I was allowed to sit there until I 
did like it.” 

By this time, the kid was laughing so 
hard I was afraid he was going to suffer 
serious internal damage, so I didn’t tell 
him the part about how I had to have 
permission to leave the table.  But here 
are some other things I would have told 
him about my childhood if I figured his 
system could have handled it. 

Some parents NEVER owned their own 
house, wore Levis, set foot on a golf 
course, traveled out of the country or had 
a credit card.  In their later years they 
had something called a revolving charge 
card.  The card was good only at Sears 
Roebuck or J C Penney’s. 

My parents never drove me to soccer 
practice.  This was mostly because we 
never had heard of soccer.   I had a bicy-
cle that weighed probably fifty pounds 
and only had one speed (slow).  We did-
n’t have a television in our house until I 
was eleven, but my grandparents had one 
before that.  It was, of course, black and 
white, but they bought a piece of colored 
plastic to cover the screen.  The top third 
was blue, like the sky, and the bottom 
third was green, like grass.  The middle 
third was red.  It was perfect for pro-
grams that had scenes of fire trucks rid-
ing across someone’s lawn on a sunny 
day.  Some people had a lens taped to the 
front of the TV to make the picture look 
larger. 

KnighTimes Editor 

The Alumni Association is looking for a  
newsletter editor.  The person must be 
proficient in using Microsoft Publisher 
as well as journalistic skills.  This is a 
volunteer position.  Interested parties 
please contact the office at 740-537-9114 
or email resume: torontoh-
saa@sbcglobal.net 



This story was taken from a short story 
authored by Sam Wellington ‘57 enti-
tled, “Old Friend—Lost and Found a 
Half Century Later.”  Excerpts  ap-
peared in the Steubenville Herald Star 
along with an interview with staff 
writer, Mark Miller. 

Buddies Reunited After 
More Than Fifty Years Apart 

Fifty years later, they still enjoyed fishing 
together.  That’s the length of time be-
tween when childhood friends, former 
New Somerset residents and fishing bud-
dies Bob Speedy and Sam Wellington last 
saw each other until a “coincidence of a 
twist of fate” reunited the two more than 
fifty years later in their lives. 

Wellington, an author of several books, 
including “Who Wants to be a Country 
Music Star?” a book based on his thirty-
two years of experience singing with The 
Fabulous 4 Guys, who made their way 
from performing on local street corners 
to the Grand Ole Opry stage in Nashville, 
now makes his home in Franklin, Tenn. 

Both Speedy and Wellington grew up in 
New Somerset and were inseparable pals 
at an early age in the late 1940’s and 
early 1950’s.  The duo’s friendship was 
interrupted after Wellington’s parents 
decided to move from New Somerset to 
the bustling metropolis of Toronto.  “I 
was devastated,” wrote Wellington.  
“Moving to Toronto meant a new school, 
new faces and a big city atmosphere—
population approximately eight thou-
sand.  Lord, I didn’t know that many 
people existed on the entire planet 
Earth.” 

Fishing was a common bond between the 
two and although they were now sepa-
rated by ten miles, they took advantage 
of an annual family fishing trip to the 
Trent River, Ontario, Canada, where 
Speedy joined the Wellington family and 
the pals were reunited.  And it was this 
common ground of fishing that would 
bring the two childhood buddies back 
together again years later. 

After this trip the two friends went their 
separate ways, graduating from different 
high schools, both entering the Navy, but 
did not serve together and they chose  

different career paths.   Speedy eventu-
ally became a state trooper for the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol and Sam went on 
to fame and fortune with appearances at 
the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville. 

In 2006, Wellington decided to visit 
some of the areas he fished as a young-
ster in Canada.  He visited several of his 
childhood haunts in Canada, but much of 
the area had changed beyond recogni-
tion.  He spent considerable time looking 
for an isolated group of cabins  where his 
family spent many evenings during the 
Canadian fishing trips.  He found the 
group of cabins, Lucky Strike Cabins, 
sitting directly on the river.   “Bill’s (the 
cabins owner) eyes lit up when he 
learned I was originally from Ohio,” Wel-
lington wrote.  “He promptly told me he 
had numerous clients from Ohio repre-
senting various walks of life and even a 
retired highway patrolman.”  I stopped 
him in mid-sentence and asked, “A re-
tired highway patrolman?” He said, “Yes, 
that he, the trooper, had vacationed there 
annually since the early 1960’s.  He said 
the trooper’s name was Speedy, and that 
he and his brother and friends visited the 
cottages twice a year.”  

Wellington told the owner of the two’s 
childhood history and the two hatched a 
plan—Wellington would take a surprise 
trip to the cottages when Speedy would 
be there in October. 

“As Bill and I entered the cottage, Bob’s 
eyes lit up as he recognized me immedi-
ately,”  Wellington wrote.  “We hugged 
and patted each other on the shoulders 
in amazement.  It was as though we did-
n’t have to say a whole lot.  That feeling 
of good friends from childhood was still 
there as we just stood for a minute, 
starred and smiled at each other.  For the 
next three days, the ‘New Somerset Kids’ 
hung out, fished and told stories from 
throughout our lives.” 

 “My parting words to the group were 
‘Old friends should get together more 
often, or at least  more often than every 
fifty-one years or so.’  I was consumed 
with my catch, which was far more re-
warding than landing a five-pound bass,“  
wrote Wellington.  “I caught a whole 
bunch of memories which had somehow                               

gotten off my hook more than half a cen-
tury ago.” 

Wellington’s  books  can  be found at 
Barnes  and  Nobel,   Borders,            
www.Amazon.com and                            
www.the-fabulous4guys.com. 

Alumni Picnic cont. 

Robert Robb ‘41 / Tom Wilson ’77  

Swearingen family—Chuck ‘68 and Dani 
‘69 with son Chad ‘92, his wife Colleen 
with daughter and future 2025 alumni, 
Emma 

Mary Lou and Tony Lamantia ‘49 

Dave ‘64 and Debbie ‘66 Haught 



     A monetary donation to the Alumni association in memory of a classmate, friend or classmate’s family member is a gift that                    
 continues giving through scholarships to graduates each year.  Acknowledgements are sent to the family.   

IN MEMORIAM: 

Barbara Blaner Shields’69                        
Andrew ‘39, Anne & Dorothy Blaner ’72  
in remembrance of Barbara’s fifty-sixth 
birthday 

John Davis ‘58                                     
Class of 1958 Members below:                
Richard & Carolyn Stagani McGrath ‘58 
Janet Wilson Clore ‘58                               
Karen Saner Thompson ‘58                    
Tish Herdman Rasor ‘58                         
Calvin Russell ‘58                                     
Angela Tarr Ramer ‘58                            
Ron Ferrell ‘58                                           
Delores Glasure Jeans ‘58                       
Rita Rex Carnahan ‘58                              
Gilbert Arehart ‘58                                      
Elaine Radinsky Johnson ‘58                    
Janet Freeman Drake ‘58                        
Donna Goodrich Hardy ‘58                      
Janice Freeman ‘58                                 
Patty Miller Nemitt ‘58                                
Rosemary Tarulli Rebres ‘58                   
Sandra Kay Reynolds Irwin ‘60             
Marilyn Gray 

Michael Mischik ‘41                            
Mary Mischik Grooms ‘50 

Jim & Olga Shevelow Stone ‘45/50  
Suzette Shevelow Tice ‘73 

Dawn Holt Anderson                         
Larry Anderson ‘60 

Harry “Gump” Anderson’38             
Larry Anderson ‘60 

Harlon “Sid” Stock ‘44                        
Larry Anderson ‘60 

Marion Anderson Deku ‘54              
Larry Anderson ‘60 

Ed Gray ‘58                                           
Larry Anderson ‘60 

William Schaub ‘58                           
Larry Anderson ‘60 

Deceased Members Class of 1960 
Larry Anderson ‘60 

Sherry Shevelow Starr ‘79                  
Jon Rogers ‘77                                                                                                             

Anthony Perun ‘54                             
Jon Rogers ‘77 

Adam Cich                                                  
Jon Rogers ‘77 

Gary Fisher ‘66                                        
Jon Rogers ‘77 

Betty Maple Becker ‘48                       
Karl Becker Sr. ‘43 

Deceased Members Class of 1962  
Nikkie Bonnizzio Cable ‘62 

Deceased Members Class of 1952 
Thomas “Tom” Urich ‘52 

Elizabeth Prosko Scheel ‘49            
Paula McFerren Johns ‘49 

Jim Pat Liddick ‘59                          
Sandra Kay Reynolds Irwin ‘60 

Bernard “Bernie” Kane                     
Margaret Mudron Kane ‘54                    
Robert Kane ‘75                                          
David Kane ‘80                                           
Ruth Garnick Kane ‘81 

Jean Henry ‘48                                        
Donald Maple ‘48 

Robert Rebres ‘46                                 
Carl Anderson ‘47 

Margaret “Peg” Barnes Meyer ‘46  
James/Stella Westlake ‘47                          
Ed/Magdalene Ladomersky Rock ‘37/38 
Charles/Diana Rock Swearingen’68/69  
Dolores Argentine Graceffa ‘50 

Irene Zamborsky Neary ‘49              
Dolores Argentine Graceffa ‘50 

Tom Theller ‘58                                     
David Hackett ‘58 

Norman Martelle ‘71                             
Charles/Diana Rock Swearingen ‘68/69 

John “Jack” Haynes ‘40                     
Charles/Diana Rock Swearingen ‘68/69 
Jane/Raymond Connolly ‘40 

Richard Doak ‘54                                   
Jane Walker McConnell ‘54 

 

Jack Kincaid ‘52                                  
Edgar/Rosemary Kincaid  ‘46 

Ida Jean Kincaid Druzik ‘44          
Edgar/Rosemary Kincaid ‘46 

Tom Price’52                                        
Class of ‘52 

Mary Kay Miltko Gorrell ‘52          
Class of ‘52 

Dean “Diz” Byers ‘52                          
Class of ‘52 

Scholarship Donations 

Helen Myers Fentress ‘33                       
Robert Robb ‘41 

Operating Fund 

Bryant Evans ‘63                                    
Karl Becker Sr. ‘43                                 
Paula McFerran Johns ‘49                    
Jane Myers Jordan ,38                            
Sandra Kay Reynolds Irwin’60           
Brian Wilson ‘80                                    
Donald Maple’48                                     
Carl Anderson ‘47                                       
Dolores Argentine Graceffa ’50                                   

In Honor of 60th  Anniversary for 
Don and Kay Bushfield Cattrell’48   

David Cattrell ‘77                                      
Susan Cattrell Fuscardo ‘65                    
Jeff Cattrell ‘68                                          
Mitch Cattrell ‘71 

Honor of Dr. Jane Shaffer ‘37 

Dave Cattrell ‘77 

Equipment Fund 

Karl Becker Sr. ‘43                                     
Carl Anderson’47 

Life Members 

Brenda Cich ‘85                                           
Bryant Evans ‘63 

All donations received and recorded as 
of August 14, 2007. 



What was happening the year you graduated?       Since  several  classes  had  

reunions or mixers this summer, a recap of events happening in those years was put together. 
    

 
1952: 

President:  Harry S. Truman 

Population of US:   157,552,740 million 

Life Expectancy:     68.6 years 

Cost of first-class stamp:     $0.03 

Movies:   “Singin’ in the Rain”, “High Noon” 

TV:  “Today Show” debuts on NBC with Dave          
Garroway; “The Jackie Gleason Show” begins a        
two decade run on CBS. 

News:  Elizabeth II becomes Queen of England,        
Jonas Salk develops first safe polio vaccine,               
the first plastic artificial heart is developed at            
Georgetown Medical Center. 

Sports:   World Series—NY Yankees 

NCAA Football:  Michigan State & Georgia Tech 

1957: 

President:    Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Population of the US:  171,984,130 million 

Life Expectancy:    69.5 years 

Cost of first-class stamp:   $0.03 

Cost of Gas:    $0.31 gallon 

Movies:  “The Bridge on the River Kwai”,                   
“Twelve Angry Men” 

TV:  “Cheyenne”, “The Danny Thomas Show”,   
“Father Knows Best” 

News:  TANG breakfast drink introduced,     
Sputnik  is launched, Elvis Presley emerges as       
one of the world’s first rock stars,  Ford Edsel    
makes it debut. 

Sports:  World Series—Milwaukee Braves 

College Football—Auburn and Ohio State 

1967 

President:   Lyndon B. Johnson 

Population of the US:    198,712,056 million 

Life Expectancy:    70.5 years 

Cost of first-class stamp:   $0.05 

Cost of Gas:     $0.33 gallon 

Cost of New Home:   $24,600 

Movies:   “The Jungle Book”, “The Graduate” 

Music:  “Little Bit O’Soul”, “The Letter”, “Happy       
Together” 

TV:  “The Andy Griffith Show”, “The Lucy Show”, 
“Gomer Pyle, U.S.M.C.”, “Mission Impossible”,       
“Get Smart” 

 

              Senior Senate 

Drum Major  
 Dale Westlake 

              1957 

 Varsity Basketball 

           Team 

        ——————- 

 1957 

 Cheerleader Squad  

                               1967 Pep Band 



1967 continued 

News:  Christiann Barnard performs         
first heart transplant in South Africa, Six 
Day War, the final episode of the       
“Fugitive” is aired, co-ed dorms open in      
some colleges. 

Fads:   Mickey Mouse watches 

Sports:   Super Bowl—Green Bay        
World Series—St. Louis Cardinals            
College Football:  USC 

1977: 
President:  Jimmy Carter 

Population of US:   220,239,425 million 

Life Expectancy:  73.3 years 

Cost of first-class stamp:    $0.13 

Cost of Gas:  $0.62 a gallon 

Cost of new home:   $54,200 

Movies:  “Star Wars,” “Saturday Night       
Fever” 

Music:  “Boogie Nights”, “Undercover Angel” 

TV:  “Laverne & Shirley”, “Happy Days”, 
“The Rockford Files”, “All  in the Family” 

News:  “Son of Sam” killer arrested in NYC, 
specials “Roots” and “Holocaust” attract 
large audiences, “Billy Beer” is endorsed by 
President’s brother, Bill Carter. 

Sports:  Super Bowl—Dallas                         
World Series—NY Yankees                          
College Football—Notre Dame 

1987: 
President:  Ronald Reagan 

Population of the US:  242,288,918 million 

Life Expectancy:    74.9 years 

Cost of first-class stamp:   $0.22 

Cost of Gas:     $0.95 gallon 

Cost of new home:    $127,200 

Movies:  “Three Men and a Baby”, “Fatal     
Attraction” 

Music:  “With or Without You”, “You            
Keep Me Hangin’ On” 

TV:  “The Cosby Show”, “A Different           
World”, “Cheers”, “The Wonder Years” 

News:  One time use disposable cameras are 
new, “Baby M” custody is awarded to the     
father,  Dow one day drop of 508 points be-
comes known as “Black Monday”. 

Sports:  World Series—Minnesota Twins 

Super Bowl—Washington Redskins 

College Football—Univ. of Miami (FL) 

  

           1967 Production of “We Shook The Family Tree” 


